














from the incumbent federal operations, including airborne systems.20 This is based in part on the 
transient and intermittent nature of the signals from airborne systems, where if interference did 
occur it would be of short duration, which can be tolerated by the commercial digital receivers 
without impacting their performance as shown in measurements performed by NTIA.21 

Moreover, at the altitudes at which the airborne radars operate the received signal levels on the 
ground are low enough where high-power interference effects to CBSD receivers will not be a 
problem. NTIA recommends that the approach used in the AWS-3 bands be used in the 3.5 GHz 
Band and that the FCC not prohibit the use of airborne radar systems. NTIA believes that a clear 
statement in the rules that the airborne radars will not seek protection from the CBSD 
transmitters would be necessary. 

Treatment of 3650-3700 MHz Sites 

The FCC's rules for the 3650-3700 MHz band established an 80 kilometer exclusion 
zone around three federal government radiolocation facilities (Saint Inigoes, MD; Pascagoula, 
MS; and Pensacola, FL).22 Non-Federal operations within these exclusion zones required 
coordination with NTIA. If the FCC adopts its "Supplemental Proposal" in the 3.5 GHz Band 
NPRMto incorporate the 3650-3700 MHz band in the Citizens Broadband Radio Service, we 
believe that it is possible to include these federal sites in the two-phased sharing framework 
outlined above. 

Additionally, one correction needs to be made to the 3650-3700 MHz federal site 
protections. On November 2012, the FCC removed the Pascagoula, MS, site from the rules (and 
renumbered US348 as US109 in the U.S. Table ofFrequency Allocations).23 Even though the 
Naval Station in Pascagoula, MS, was closed, DoD informed NTIA that the Navy still has an 
active assignment (N882989) for 3590-3700 MHz that it uses at this location on a regular basis 
and therefore requires protection.24 Accordingly, NTIA requests that footnote US109 of the 

20 See Auction of Advanced Wireless Services (AWS-3) Licenses Scheduled for November 13,2014, Notice and 
Filing Requirements, Reserve Prices, Minimum Opening Bids, Upfront Payments, and Other Procedures for Auction 
97, Public Notice, DA 14-1018 at,, 76-78 and attachment G (Jul. 23, 2014). 
21 See NTIA Technical Report 14-506, Effects of Radar Interference on LTE (FDD) eNodeB and UE Receiver 
Performance in the 3.5 GHz Band (July 2014), available at http://www.its.bldrdoc.gov/publications/2759.aspx; see 
also NTIA Report 13-499, Effects of Radar Interference on LTE Base Station Receiver Performance (Dec. 20 13), · 
available at http://www.its.bldrdoc.gov/publications/2742.aspx. 
22 See 47 C.F.R. § 2.106 at US348 (2012); see also id. § 90.133l(b)(l) (2012); see also Amendment ofthe 
Commission's Rules with Regard to the 3650-3700 MHz Government Transfer Band, First Report and Order and 
Second Notice of Proposed Rule Making, ET Docket No. 98-237 and WT Docket No. 00-32, 15 FCC R-ed 20488, 
20556 (2000); Wireless Operations in the 3650-3700 MHz Band, Report and Order, ET Docket No. 04-151 and WT 
Docket No. 05-96, 20 FCC Red 6502, 6529 and 6546 (2005). 
23 See Amendment of Parts I, 2, 15, 74, 78, 87, 90, and 97 of the Commission's Rules Regarding Implementation of 
the Final Acts of the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 2007) (WRC-07), Other Allocation Issues, 
and Related Rule Updates, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Order, ET Docket No 12-338, 27 FCC Red. 14598, 
14659, 167 (Nov. 19, 2012)("NTIA has informed us that one of these sites- Naval Station Pascagoula- has been 
closed. Accordingly, we amend US348 and Section 90.133l(b)(l) to remove the unused Federal site.") 
24 See Fast Track Report at 3-31; see also, NTIA Comments in ET Docket No. 02-380, Additional Spectrum for 
Unlicensed Devices Below 900 MHz and in 3 GHz band at 7, Table 2 (May 7, 2003). 
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allocation table be corrected to reflect the text of footnote US348 (pre-2012) and that Section 
90.1331 ofthe FCC's rules be corrected to include the Pascagoula, MS, site identical to the 
proposed rule set forth in the 3.5 GHz FNPRM.25 

* * * * * 
NTIA looks forward to our further collaborative efforts in this important proceeding. If 

you have any questions, please contact me or Edward Drocella, Chief, Spectrum Engineering and 
Analysis Division, Office of Spectrum Management at edrocella@ntia.doc.gov or (202) 482-
2608. 

Enclosures 

~W' Paige R. Atkins 
Associate Administrator 
Office of Spectrum Management 

25 See 3.5 GHz Band FNPRMat 4352, App. B; see also 3.5 GHz NPRM, 27 FCC Red at 15604-05, n. 61. 
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